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SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS OP ADDITIONAL SOUTHBOUND CONVOY DENIED 

1. MOHAMED SASI, DIRECTOR OP SECURITY AND PUBLIC RELATIONS, SUEZ 
CANAL AUTHORITY PORT SAID, TOLD ME THAT CONTRARY TO PRESS REPORTS 
THE SCA DOES NOT INTEND TO ADD AN ADDITIONAL DAILY SOUTHBOUND 
CONVOY UNTIL ON-GOING CANAL DREDGING AND WIDENING PROJECT COMPLETES 
WORK ON BALLAH BY-PASS SOMETIME IN 1977. ACCORDING TO SASI, THE 
CANAL AUTHORITY HAS MADE THIS DECISION ON BASIS OF: (1) SCA NEEDS 
MORE TIME TO TRAIN PILOTS,(2) IT IS LESS EXPENSIVE TO OPERATE 

ONLY ONE CONVOY EACH WAY, AND (3) UNTIL BALLAH BY-PASS IS 
FINISHED, TRANSITING VESSELS WOULD NOT SAVE TIME DUE TO 
PROBLEMS IN SCHEDULING. 
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2. SASI ADDED THAT NUMBER OF VESSELS TRANSITING CANAL AT PRESENT 
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DOES NOT WARRANT EXTRA SOUTHBOUND CONVOY, BUT DECISION TO STICK 
WITH PRESENT SYSTEM OE ONE SOUTHBOUND CONVOY EACH DAY COULD BE 
CHANGED IE TRAEEIC INCREASED APPRECIABLY. 

3. MY READING OF SASI'S REMARKS IS THAT SCA IS ANXIOUS TO 
IMPRESS ON PUBLIC SUCCESS OF CANAL. THIS, IN TURN, LEADS TO 
OVERSTATEMENT AND ERRONEOUS PRESS STORIES. SIGNED SURBER. 
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